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TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2020 


CRAIG RUTTLE Associated Press 


DESPITE the Federal Reserve’s emergency rate cut to near zero, a cascade of sell orders Monday triggered a 
15-minute trading halt moments after the opening bell. “A recession is all but guaranteed,” one analyst says. 


A dark day on Wall Street 


Indexes plunge 12% or more as economic disruption worsens 


By JAMES F. PELTZ 


The U.S. stock market 
suffered its biggest single- 
day drop since the 1987 crash 
Monday as the coronavirus 
pandemic severely dis- 
rupted American life and 
forced investors to confront 
fears that arecession may al- 
ready be underway. 

All three major stock in- 
dexes plummeted 12% or 
more, with the Dow Jonesin- 
dustrial average losing 
nearly 3,000 points and the 
Nasdaq composite diving 
12.3% — a record for the in- 
dex. 

The Dow has tumbled 
32% since reachingits record 
high just four weeks ago. 

A key reason: Investors 
realize that consumer 
spending, which accounts 
for roughly 70% of U.S. econ- 
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THE MARKET drop was the biggest since 1987, with 
investors fearing that consumers will stop spending. 


Officials say testing 
is being expanded; 
doctors are skeptical 


By SOUMYA 
KARLAMANGLA AND 
EMILY BAUMGAERTNER 


Federal and state offi- 
cials on Monday said they 
had finally turned a corner 
on the coronavirus pan- 
demic and promised a mas- 
sive expansion of testing, 
but hopes remained dim in 
hospitals and clinics as pa- 
tients still awaited results 
and overworked doctors 
sharply questioned the gov- 
ernment’s latest pledge. 

Some physicians in Los 
Angeles County said it is still 
nearly impossible to order a 
coronavirus test because the 
process is slowed by bureau- 
cratic hurdles and shortages 
of key materials. “The test- 
ing spigot has definitely not 


opened up,” said one L.A. 
County emergency room 
doctor. She still faces tight 
restrictions on which pa- 
tients qualify for testing and 
then has to wait for results 
for five days, she said. 
Leigha Hodnet, 42, said 
she was still waiting for test 
results nearly one week after 
she and her partner were 
tested at a lab in Burbank. 
“Were trying to self-quaran- 
tine, but it’s just really 
crazy,” said Hodnet, who 
lives in Echo Park and said 
her symptoms included a fe- 
ver, cough and extreme fa- 
tigue. “One way to stop it is 
to make sure everyone can 
get tested and self-quaran- 
tine. But if they can’t, that’s 
how this becomes a pan- 
demic.” 
[See Testing, A7] 


Ohio delays vote; 
others to proceed 
State defies judge, while 
Arizona, Florida and 


Illinois will go ahead with 
primaries. NATION, A5 
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MEDICAL workers at a drive-through test clinic at 
the San Mateo County Event Center on Monday. 


Disappointment 
at L.A. Unified 


District cancels innova- 
tive effort to offer child- 
care at 40 new resource 
centers. CALIFORNIA, B1 


omic growth, is expected to 
fall abruptly as the co- 
ronavirus outbreak prompts 
job cuts, cancels events, 
shuts gathering places and 
pushes people into their 
homes. 

The sudden slowdown al- 
ready has put the U.S. econ- 
omy in recession, UCLA An- 
derson School of Manage- 
ment economists said Mon- 
day, adding that they expect 
the pullback to last through 
September. 

President Trump said 
Monday that the virus out- 
break could last until Au- 
gust or later, and that “it 
may be” that the nation al- 
ready is in a recession. But, 
he said, “we’re not thinking 
in terms of recession, we’re 
thinking in terms of the 
virus.” 

“The best thing I can do 

[See Markets, A10] 
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Trump asks 
U.S. to make 
‘sacrifices’ 
to fight virus 


In a change of tone, 
the president gives a 
dire assessment and 
says the health crisis is 
now his primary focus. 


By ELI STOKOLS, 
NOAH BIERMAN 
AND CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump delivered a dire 
assessment Monday of the 
fast-spreading coronavirus 
pandemic, urging Ameri- 
cans to avoid gatherings of 
more than 10 people and 
warning that the crisis could 
last through the summer. 

A day after he had urged 
Americans to “relax,” the 
president avoided any rhet- 
orical sugarcoating of the 
danger of the disease that 
has abruptly upended nor- 
mal life across the country 
and threatens to send the 
economy into a tailspin. 

Announcing new na- 
tional guidelines, Trump 
called on Americans to avoid 
eating and drinking in bars, 
restaurants and public food 
courts, and to halt unneces- 
sary travel or shopping trips. 
With schools closed in Los 
Angeles, New York and sev- 
eral states, he also recom- 
mended that families school 
their children from home 
when possible. 

“If everyone makes this 
change or these critical 
changes and sacrifices now, 
we will rally together as one 
nation and we will defeat the 
virus, and we are going to 
have a big celebration alto- 
gether. With several weeks of 
focused action, we can turn 
the corner and turn it 
quickly — a lot of progress 
has been made,” the presi- 
dent said at the White 


JUSTIN SULLIVAN Getty Images 


A CABLE CAR sits empty in what has become the reality in San Francisco and 
other communities as measures have been put in place to fight the coronavirus. 


Bay Area ‘shelters in place’ 


To help slow spread of 
virus, seven counties 
allow only essential 
services to stay open. 


By RonG-Gona Lin II, 
SUSANNE RUST 
AND JAMES RAINEY 


MENLO PARK, Calif. — 
Seven counties in the great- 
er San Francisco Bay Area 
issued sweeping orders 
Monday that will force most 
businesses to close and resi- 
dents to “shelter in place” in- 
side their homes — the na- 
tion’s most stringent public 
health measures yet as state 
and local governments 
strain to rein in the co- 
ronavirus. 


U.S. airlines seek 
a federal bailout 
Facing flight restrictions 
that may last for months, 


carriers call for $58 bil- 
lion in aid. BUSINESS, C1 


San Francisco Mayor 
London Breed called Mon- 
day’s order a necessity, sug- 
gesting that the federal re- 
sponse to the COVID-19 
virus had been too slow and 
that local governments 
needed to take bold action to 
slow the sometimes deadly 
virus. 

While it is possible South- 
ern California authorities 
will issue similar orders, for 
now the focus is on the Bay 
Area, home to the greatest 
number of cases with coun- 
ties reporting three deaths 
in just the last two days. 

“Many are calling this the 
new normal,” Breed said at 
an afternoon news confer- 
ence, referring to the restric- 
tions. “Well, it’s the new nor- 
mal, temporarily, in an effort 
to protect public health.” 


Japan insists the 
Games will go on 


To delay or relocate the 
Olympics, set to start in 
July, would be a Hercule- 
an task. SPORTS, Di 


“These measures will be 
disruptive to day-to-day 
life,” she added. “But there is 
no need to panic.” 

The order was issued by 
public health officials in San 
Francisco and six other 
counties — Santa Clara, San 
Mateo, Marin, Contra Costa, 
Alameda and Santa Cruz — 
and also from the city of 
Berkeley. The actions affect 
nearly 7 million residents 
and thousands of busi- 
nesses. It was scheduled to 
take effect at midnight Mon- 
day and to remain in force 
for three weeks, until April 7. 

Public health experts 
praised the region’s action, 
while residents, business 
owners and workers were di- 
vided. Some welcomed the 
restrictions as necessary for 

[See Bay Area, A10] 


In a viral age, all 
the world’s a stage 
With live theater a no-go, 
streaming offers plenty 


of plays, from classics to 
new works. CALENDAR, E1 


House. 

“It’s important for the 
young and healthy people to 
understand that while they 
may experience milder 
symptoms, they can easily 
spread this virus and they 
will spread it indeed, putting 
countless others in harm’s 
way,” he added. 

Asked how long the crisis 
would last, Trump offered a 
stark prediction, saying, 
“People are saying July, Au- 
gust, something like that,” a 
forecast that helped send 
stock markets into one ofthe 
steepest swoons in history, 
with the Dow Jones indus- 
trial average dropping 
nearly 3,000 points, or 12.9%. 

Although he insisted the 
“market will take care of it- 
self,” Trump appeared to ac- 
knowledge the vast social 
and economic upheaval was 
worse than he had expected, 
as theaters, casinos, shop- 
ping malls, sporting events 

[See Trump, A6] 


L.A. life 


enters 
a slower 
lane 


Closed shops, nearly 
empty restaurants, 
employees on edge. 
‘This is very strange.’ 


By HAILEY 
BRANSON-POTTS, 
RUBEN VIVES, 

JOSEPH SERNA 

AND MATTHEW ORMSETH 


The security guards 
walked in pairs through 
Grand Central Market in 
downtown Los Angeles on 
Monday like sentries guard- 
ing against the coronavirus. 
“No dining in!” they shouted. 
“Only ordering out!” 

Most of the food stalls at 
the market, usually bustling 
with hipster foodies, tourists 
and downtown office work- 
ers, were closed. The few 
lines of customers waiting 
for food to go were short. 
Chairs were stacked on ta- 
bles. Employees constantly 
sanitized everything. 

Minerva Torres, who 
runs a produce stall, sur- 
veyed the quiet market and 
worried aloud about keeping 
her business afloat, paying 
rent and supporting her 
children in college. 

“I think all this adds to 
the hysteria,” said Torres, 47, 
as a few customers picked 
through her onions and to- 
matoes. “This is very 
strange.” 

It was the first day of a 
slower, more anxious new re- 
ality in California as emer- 

[See Closures, A7] 


Who will she be? 
A look at Biden’s 
possible choices 


When the Democratic 
front-runner said he 
would pick a woman to 
be his running mate, 
he set off quite a flurry 
of speculation. A2 


Bob Weinstein 
under scrutiny 


Harvey Weinstein’s 
accusers and others 
are now asking what 
the convicted rapist’s 
younger brother knew. 
CALENDAR, E1 


Weather 
Some sun, a shower. 
L.A. Basin: 58/46. B6 
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